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Message to developers near Diane Coyne’s downtown Edmonton condo: Please, 
do not block her view. After all, she’s moved twice in two years to gain sweeping vistas 
of the North Saskatchewan River Valley, customizing her living space each time. Now 
she deserves time to relax and savour the scenery.  

Hard as it was for Diane to leave her lovely totally renovated expansive bungalow, she 
needed a fresh start following the loss of her husband. She went for a complete change, 
choosing a newly built condominium on Jasper Avenue for the convenience of life in 
the heart of the city, but above all for its panoramic landscapes. Throwing herself into 
another construction project, she again turned to the designer who’d brilliantly com-
pleted her home’s makeover, Chantal Ross Creative Interior Design and Consulting 
Inc. With another reno successfully behind her, Diane was just getting comfortable in 
her new setting when an unwelcome condominium tower rose beside hers, obstruct-
ing sightlines. Unwilling to lose the views she loved, Diane promptly bought a corner 
suite in the yet-to-be-completed building, and called Chantal Ross to help her start all 
over again.

As the saying goes, third time’s a charm. Diane decided to pull out all the stops 
in a larger 2,500-square-foot floor plan – after receiving assurances that future build-

ings wouldn’t pop up outside her new eighth-
storey windows. Having worked with Chantal 
twice before, Diane’s design directives were sim-
ple, reflecting the trust earned over their five-
year relationship. “Diane told me: ‘Do whatever 
you want to make something I’ll like,’” Chantal 
recalls. “We have a history together, and I know 
her well.”

While that sounds like a designer’s dream, 
some restrictions applied. “We couldn’t alter the 
suite’s structure,” says Diane. “Since we had to 
stay within the building’s original plans, we made 
changes through its decor.” 

No problem: Chantal had lots to work with, 
considering this client’s refined tastes. A semi-
retired music teacher who still performs as a pia-
nist and singer at wedding and social highlights 
including Edmonton’s Strauss Ball, Diane has an 

LIVING

THOUGH THE SUITE’S 
STRUCTURE COULDN’T 
BE ALTERED, LAYERS OF 
SUMPTUOUS FABRICS 
AND LUXE DECOR 
TRANSFORM THIS  
URBAN CONDO INTO 
A GLAM ABODE.

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT: In Diane Coyne’s new 2500-square-foot condo, grand flour-
ishes like custom curtains and ornate accessories reflect her love for collecting and 
displaying items, which include an Armani figurine, Queen Anne chairs and an old 
set of china from Prussia. 

g
artful

A treasure trove of antiques and collectibles are displayed in a 
glamorous condo befitting its artistic owner’s creative flair

BY LISA RICCIOTTI  PHOTOGRAPHY MERLE PROSOFSKY
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artistic flair that she indulges by collecting 
antique furniture, vintage figurines and fine 
art. Chantal’s goal was to create a showcase 
where Diane’s treasures could shine. “Diane 
appreciates beautiful things, and I used her 
antiques as my base,” says Chantal. “She’s a 
colourful, creative person with elegant taste, 
willing to go out there in almost over-the-
top extravagance.” 

That’s evident from the moment one 
enters the suite. The eye is immediately 
drawn to a show-stopping fireplace that juts 
outward, topped by a custom-built mantel 
resembling a carefully preserved corner of 
a 19th-century historic sandstone building. 
The mantel’s elaborate scrollwork is the 
product of a hand-carved mould, laboriously 
hand-painted and etched by a Vancouver 
artisan. “It took a month to complete and 
four guys to carry it in,” says Chantal. 

Having set the stage, Chantal carefully 
positioned Diane’s antique furniture and 
elaborately framed artwork to its best advan-
tage against what she calls “Diane’s blue”– 
an unusual blue-green shade that changes 
in the light – along with a warm gold, the 
perfect backdrop to highlight her collection 
without undue distraction. The rich tones of 

ART ALL AROUND: Homeowner Diane Coyne sits at her piano surrounded by her trea-
sures. The elaborate hand-carved mantel (above) is the centrepiece of the suite, which 
is filled with exquisite antique furnishings, figurines and fine art.



38

A
lb

er
ta

 H
om

e 
Su

m
m

er
 2

00
9

UPMARKET UPGRADES: Ross’ choice of maple 
cabinets with patterned glass doors lend an 
antique touch to the new condo. PALE SHELTER: 
Light colours create a restful ambience in the 
home, where the design is in the details. 

making it personal
not everyone has the budget that designer Chantal ross had 
when personalizing the interior of Diane Coyne’s condo. Still, this 
lovely decor offers lessons in customizing, even with more limited 
funds:

Theme your scene:  For Diane, it was antiques and art, but what’s 
your focus? pick something you love, then repeat, repeat, in vari-
ous rooms for a unifying look. it could be a collection or personal 
passion, an architectural style, a colour scheme or pattern. put 
some of you in every room.
Highlight with lights: Don’t overlook the power of lighting. Seek out 
something unique and beautiful, to add a personalized touch. 
Raise the bar: upgrade wherever you can. in Coyne’s condo, 
ross created a custom look by upgrading sinks, plumbing fixtures, 
kitchen countertops and cabinetry from standard builder offer-
ings to choices that reflected her client’s tastes. it’s an easy way 
to add interest without knocking out walls or making structural 
changes. 
Add the unexpected: Although most of Diane’s artwork and fur-
niture are very traditional, her powder room surprises with vibrant 
abstract oils, painted by her nephew. These have personal sig-
nificance, but also act as a fun contrast, shaking things up a bit. 
Diane plans to add funky tile later as well, for a different atmo-
sphere from the rest of her suite. 
Where to start? ross suggests tearing pages from home and 
decor magazines and creating two idea files: one of what you 
like, and just as importantly, another of what you don’t like. These 
are invaluable in communicating style preferences to a designer. 
Or, if going it alone, refer to these to notice patterns in personal 
choices and clarify your direction. l



Diane’s 18th- and 19th-century wooden chairs and 
glassed display cases are further complemented by 
luxurious wide-planked cherry hardwood, also the 
perfect foil for her Yamaha grand piano. Antique 
Persian rugs and detailed, extra-wide mouldings 
complete the lavish, traditional look.

Diane delights in describing her finds, from a 
very old patterned china set from Prussia to newly 
re-covered Queen Anne rosewood chairs and an 
Italian Armani figurine. And she loves the spe-
cial details Chantal added to ensure her collec-
tion remained focal points throughout her suite. 
Kitchen maple cabinets selected for their antique 
look feature patterned glass doors to display her 
set of Depression dishware. A special glass shelving 
inset was created in wooden cabinets around the 
powder room sink to display her favourite curios. 
The grand five-foot-wide hallway now doubles as 
a miniature art gallery, lined with paintings in her 
favoured wide frames, lit by unusual New-York-

style fixtures that evocate the Statue of Liberty’s 
tiara. The art-gallery theme is repeated in the pow-
der room, where a large mirror is framed in a simi-
larly ornate frame.  And a non-descript pantry door 

was replaced with leaded glass, tying in to 
the antique theme. 

What really sets this decor apart, how-
ever, is its inspired window treatments and 
lighting choices.  Working with Ideal Decor, 
Chantal selected opulent drapery fabric that 
would look at home in Louis XIV’s royal 
Versailles chateau, using generous yards in 
graceful folds and pleats. 

“The window treatment in the den could 
be a wedding dress,” says Chantal. “I knew 
the space was large enough and the ceilings 
high enough to handle such a grand effect. 
And it’s so Diane. She’s very feminine and 
likes flashy effects – even her jeans have 
sequins.” 

For a totally different effect, Chantal 
selected floor-to-ceiling sliding shutters 
for the master bedroom and ensuite, to 
ensure privacy while adding an unusual 

decorative element. 
As for the lighting, there’s only one 

word to describe it: wow! Chantal played 
with variations on a classic chandelier effect 
throughout the suite, choosing to update 
the glittering look with coloured crystal 
and glass beads and other modern materi-
als. “There’s nothing like special lighting to 
give a distinct style,” says Chantal.

The project took close to a year to com-
plete and was a major financial undertak-
ing, but Diane says it was well worth the 
trouble and expense. “I’ve seen other suites 
in this building, and they don’t even come 
close. Next to this, they look very plain.” 
No question, this is a suite with personality 
plus. It’s gone from builder basic to totally 
Diane. And best of all, she again has rooms 
with a view. n
See SOURCES on page 58

MATERIAL WORLD: In the bathroom, shutters provide a delightful departure from typical 
window coverings. But the room still looks grand, with luxe fixtures and finishes.


